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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION



4-H State English Horse Show, 2011
Classes:

Written test:

Members will compete according to their grade levels.  All levels will include some questions about English classes and rules.  Juniors’ questions will come mainly from the Horses and Horsemanship book.  Intermediates’ and Seniors’ questions will come from both Horses and Horsemanship and from Horse Science.

Hunt Seat Equitation:

Riders will walk, trot and canter (except for Cricket division) both directions of the arena as a group.  Judging will primarily focus on the rider’s seat (including posting on the correct diagonal), hands, and aids.  At the judge’s discretion, individuals or the whole group (except in Cricket and Grasshopper) may be asked for a hand gallop, extended trot, sitting trot, rein-back, turn on the forehand, or turn on the hindquarters.  No jumping.

Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences:

Riders will individually compete over a simple hunter course of six to ten fences (ground poles for Crickets).    Judging will primarily focus on the rider’s seat, hands, and aids, setting a quiet, steady pace,  and making smooth, wide turns.

Handy Hunter:

Riders will compete individually through a course of jumps (ground poles for Crickets) and trail obstacles.  Judging will focus on the horse’s performance, and the partnership between horse and rider.  Examples of possible obstacles:  backing through “L”, jumping narrow obstacle, jumping from a walk, walking or trotting through water, carrying an object from one place to another, remaining at halt for 60 seconds on loose rein, “brush” fence, jumps with tight turns, a jump with a halt soon after landing, etc.
Hunter Under Saddle, not to jump:

Riders will compete as a group at a walk, trot and canter (except for Crickets) both directions of the ring.  Judging will focus mainly on the horse’s performance, gaits, and manners.  Gaits should be steady, rhythmic, ground-covering and pure (four-beat walk, two-beat trot, three-beat canter), neither rushing nor extremely slow or collected.  The horse should stretch consistently forward and slightly down into soft contact, with the nose ahead of the vertical.  .  At the judge’s discretion, individuals or the whole group (except in Cricket and Grasshopper) may be asked for a hand gallop, counter-canter, extended trot, rein-back, turn on the forehand, or turn on the hindquarters.  

Showmanship:

See the western rulebook for the showmanship patterns, but note the following differences:

Horses will be shown fully tacked (bridle & saddle), and the cleanliness and condition of tack will be judged along with the grooming and conditioning of the horse.  Riders will be wearing the same apparel they will use in the Hunter classes. Manes may be pulled and braided, or full and French-braided.  Tail braiding is optional.

Dressage:

See the USDF or USEF dressage test for the patterns.  Riders will compete in the ‘small’ arena (20 x 40 meters). Cricket or grasshopper competitors may use a Kimberwick or snaffle bit.  All other divisions must ride their dressage test in a snaffle (no shanks).   Cricket or grasshopper competitors may have a ‘caller’ read their tests.  Other divisions should have their tests memorized.  Spurs are optional.  Because the dressage will be part of the combined training competition, whips are not allowed.
Stadium Jumping:

Riders will individually compete over a timed jumper course of six to eleven fences (ground poles for Crickets).    The course may include sharp turns, and oblique lines.  Pre-Novice may include one combination (no closer than two strides).  Beginner Novice may include up to two combinations, and Novice may include up to three combinations.  Times allowed will be generous, especially at the lower levels. Spurs & short whips optional.
Cross Country:  (There will not be a cross-country course for Cricket division.)
Riders will individually compete over a timed outside course of at least ten obstacles. Times allowed will be generous, especially at the lower levels.  Novice may include a water jump; beginner novice may require horses to go through the water (but not jump into it).  For lower levels, going through the water will be optional.  Protective vest required (some will be available for borrowing).  Spurs & short whips optional.
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